It is with great sadness that we report the death of Dr Paul Arthur, the distinguished Ghanaian public health physician, who attended the Kathmandu meeting in 2001. He died on 9 March 2002, aged 45, from a cerebrovascular accident in Ghana. He leaves a wife Dinah and three sons, Gregory (aged 13 from a previous marriage), Wilfred (aged 3), and William (aged 2).
Paul His scientific contributions over the past decade were substantial. He became established as a leading contributor to vitamin A research through his direction of the Ghana VAST child health study. The study demonstrated that childhood supplementation with Vitamin A produced a 22% attributable reduction in mortality, and significant reductions in hospital admissions, clinic attendances, and severe episodes of diarrheal disease. He also introduced a new technique to cope with the cultural aversion of Ghanaians to venous blood sampling: coating the thumb with petroleum jelly permitted free flow of capillary blood from a lancet puncture. At the time of his death, Paul was heading a large, ongoing trial of the benefits of regular weekly low-dose vitamin A supplementation to women of childbearing age for pregnancy outcome and maternal mortality reduction. At the Kathmandu meeting, he was exploring ways of expanding neonatal outcome measures within this trial. In recent years, he also spearheaded studies of iron and zinc interventions in collaboration with the University of Toronto. These were centered around the innovative approach of ''sprinkles,'' a powdered mixture of essential trace elements (iron and zinc), added to porridge-type complementary foods.
Paul combined research of the highest quality with a commitment to translating research results into program action and policy. He played a leading advocacy role in his country, and helped to establish the Ghana national vitamin A deficiency control program. Since 1996, he was also a member of the steering committee of IVACG. Paul was an instrumental charter member of the Child Health and Nutrition Research Initiative within the Global Forum for Health Research, and was looking forward to the Forum's meeting in Arusha, Tanzania, in November 2002.
Despite his scientific achievements and growing international reputation, Paul was an extremely modest person. His love and dedication for children was grounded in his work as a pediatrician, in maternal and child health epidemiology, and in his own strong family bonds. His passing leaves a huge gap for Ghana and for African public health. We have no doubt that he would have been a leading voice for child health in Africa over the next two decades. His colleagues in London have lost a superb scientific collaborator and close friend. His family has lost a wonderful husband and father. 
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